
I

A HAND BOOK OF

KARNATAKA

Chief Editor
Karnataka Gazetteer Department

Bengaluru

Iteshamul Huq, KAS

Government of Karnataka



II

English Kannada
First Edition 1996 1996
Second Edition 2001 2011
Third Edition 2005 2012
Fourth Edition 2010 -
Fifth Edition 2015 -

Printing, Stationery and Book Depot,
Dr. Ambedkar Veedhi, Bengaluru - 560001

Office of the Chief Editor, Karnataka Gazetteer, 
Bengaluru - 560009

KARNATAKA GAZETTEER DEPARTMENT
8th Floor, BWSSB Bldg., Cauvery Bhavan, 
Bengaluru-560009.
Ph: 080-22213474, Fax: 080-22243293
Email: kargaz@nic.in; Karnatakagazetteer@gmail.com
Website: www.gazetteer.kar.nic.in

Abhimaani Publications Ltd., 
# 2/4, Dr.Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagar,
Bengaluru - 560010, Ph: 080 23123141
e-mail:abhimaanigroup@gmail.com
web:www.abhimaanigroup.com

Printed at

Government Branch Press
Mysuru
Dharwad and
Kalaburagi

© Government of Karnataka  2015

Director

Chief Editor

Deputy Director

Copies can be had from:

Iteshamul Huq KAS

Price `. : 650/-

A Government of Karnataka Publication

A HAND BOOK OF

KARNATAKA



III

PREFACE

The idea of compiling and publishing a monograph entitled ‘A Hand Book of 
Karnataka’ by the Karnataka Gazetteer Department, was a result of the suggestion 
made in 1995 by a retired I.A.S., officer Sri. K. Balasubrahmanyam, then a member of 
the Gazetteer Advisory Committee. He cited the example of the book ‘Mysuru Kaipidi’, 
edited by Rao Bahadur C.Hayavadana Rao, published in the year 1937, and advised 
the department to follow it, as a model for the book titled “A Hand Book of Karnataka’. 
Accordingly the department first published it in the year 1996. The book aimed at 
creating the historical and cultural awareness about Karnataka in a nutshell. 

Geographically, Karnataka is blessed with rich and varied Topography and has a sea 
coast of over 300 Km. It has tall mountain ranges raising up to 6000 ft.  It’s Western 
Ghats with vast and thick ever green forests which shelters, hordes of wild animals 
like Elephant, Tiger and other animals. 

The book mentions the long and glorious history of our State starting from the 
time of the Mauryas down to the present times. A few of these developments need 
a special mention in this preface. Firstly, starting from Circa 600 A.D. for over 500 
years, Karnataka was one of the leading political powers in India. Those royal dynasties 
that ruled Karnataka during this period, carved a special place for themselves in the 
history of the country, due to their highly efficient and fighting military forces. Secondly 
the Vijayanagara Empire (1336-1565), symbolized the spirit of resistance to foreign 
invasions and also the potentiality of its people to establish a strong and benevolent 
system of administration. Here again, it would be appropriate to specially mention the 
efforts of “Tiger of Mysuru” - Tipu Sultan who was among the first rulers to fight against 
the Britishers and was the first Indian ruler tobe martyred in the battle field.  Lastly, in 
modern times Sir K.  Sheshadri Iyer, Sir.M.Visvesaraya, Sir. Mirza M. Ismail and other 
Dewans of Mysuru Kingdom, through their great administrative talent, statesmanship 
and constructive economic policies, made the Princely State of Mysuru, not only the 
nucleus of Modern Karnataka, but also as a model to the rest of the Country. 

This Hand Book is a condensed and abridged version of the State Gazetteer. It 
contains the developments pertaining to various fields made by the State during the 
last 60 years, and is presented here in a comprehensive manner. The first edition of 
the ‘A Hand Book of Karnataka’ was published in the year 1996, by the Karnataka 
Gazetteer Department. The Kannada version of this book was also published in the 
same year (1996).  Subsequently between the years 2001and 2010 three more editions 
were published. 
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As different editions of this book were published, it was noticed by the Department 
that the Hand Book has become one of the most sought for reference book, by the 
candidates who have been taking up different competitive examinations. Hence, the 
Department has taken special efforts to see that this book is revised as and when 
possible so that it fulfills the needs of the candidates appearing for the various 
examinations.

The present (5th) edition of ‘A Hand Book of Karnataka’ has been thoroughly revised 
and updated as much as possible up to 2014. 

The Department acknowledges the great support of our Honourable Minister Smt. 
Umashree, Minister of State, Kannada and Culture, Women and Child Development, 
Empowerment of Differently Abled and Senior Citizens, to this Department and in the 
publication of this book.

Further, the Department is also highly indebted to our Principal Secretary Dr. N. 
Nagambika Devi, I.A.S., Principal Secretary Kannada Culture and Information, and 
Youth Empowerment and Sports, for her day to day guidance and to see that the 
Department could bring out this book in time to meet the needs of the candidates 
taking up the different examinations.

This Hand Book incorporates a lot of information along with relevant photographs 
relating to Chandrayana-2012 and the Mars Orbiter Mission – 2014; for which it duly 
acknowledges the ISRO authorities. Further the Gazetteer Department also expresses 
its regards to all the State Departments and Corporations. The Department also thank 
the Director, Economics and Statistics, and Planning Departments in particular, whose 
reports have been extensively used in this book. The Department also acknowledges 
M/S. Abhimani Publishers Ltd., Bengaluru for printing this book in time. 

To conclude, I fully acknowledge the work and compliment the Editorial staff of my 
office, as well as the other office staff in my Department, who have joined hands in 
accomplishing this task successfully. 

Iteshamul Huq, KAS
Chief Editor

Karnataka Gazetteer Department
Bengaluru
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XI

KARNATAKA GAZETTEER DEPARTMENT

Gazetteer Tradition: Gazetteers are mostly mistaken for or confused with the 
Gazettes. They are indeed poles apart; however, the words Gazette and Gazetteer are 
cognate terms. It appears that in Greek, “Gaza” meant a treasury of news. Gazetteers are 
distinctly reference volumes of lasting value while the Gazettes are official newspapers or 
bulletins. Earlier, a Gazetteer signified a geographical index or geographical dictionary 
or guidebook of important places and people. But with the passage of time its range 
has vastly widened and it had come to mean a veritable mine of knowledge about the 
numerous aspects of life of the people and of the country or region they inhabit.

Some books of yore such as the work of Stephen of Byzantium of the 6th century 
AD. Doomsday Book compiled for William the conqueror, Brihat-Samhita of Varaha 
Mihira, Vayu Purana,  and Abdul Fazl’s Ain-I-Akbari are cited as having in them some 
resemblancing elements of Gazetteers. But the system of Modern Gazetteer literature 
arose in Europe in the wake of the new intellectual ferment brought about by the 
Renaissance and Industrial Revolution. Germany and France led the way in this respect. 
The colonial British administration in India took up military, revenue and statistical 
survey to help stabilize its position in the country. The earliest Gazetteers to appear in 
India were the East India Gazetteer in 1815 and the Gazetteer of the territories under 
the Government of the East India Company in 1854 which were prepared by two private 
authors Walter Hamilton and Edward Thornton. A few years later, by 1866, Richard 
Temple published the first official Gazetteer of the Bhandara District of the Central 
Province. This set the pace and there appeared a number of Gazetteer volumes for the 
various parts of the country.

For the Princely State of Mysore and Coorg, B.L. Rice published three volumes in 
1877-78. They presented remarkable studies and served as a model. He revised the two 
volumes twenty years later. The subjects dealt were physical geography, flora including 
crops and cultivation, fauna, ethnography, history, religion, language, art and industry, 
administration, particulars of districts and important places.  They had even maps 
and pictures. For the  districts of Bombay and Madras Provinces, Gazetteers were 
brought out  between the last quarter of the 19th century and the first decade of 20th 
century. Infact B.L.Rice has himself recorded in his preface to the Vol.I of Mysore and 
Coorg Gazetteer that, the first Gazetteer for Mysore was compiled by Arthur Wellesley 
in 1867 and later K.Krishna Iyengar compiled and edited the Kolar District Gazetteer 
in 1869, which are the pioneering publications in this series. He further records that 
manuscripts were prepared for Tumakuru District by Major C. Pearse, for Chitradurga 
district by Mr. Krishna Rao, for Hassan District by Major W Hill and for Shivamogga 
District by Captain Gordon Cumming, were compiled and edited but never published. 

In the meanwhile the first edition of the Imperial Gazetteer of India was published in 
nine volumes in 1881 edited by Sir. William Hunter. It was augmented to 14 volumes 
in 1885-87 and to 26 volumes in 1907-1909, when a provincial series was also issued. 
As B.L. Rice had done a splendid job for Mysore already during1877-78, his work was 
extolled even by Sir. William Hunter as better than anything he himself had been able 
to do even for Bengal. The third decade of 20th century saw the publication of the 
Mysuru Gazetteer in Five volumes comprising Eight parts under the editorship of Sri. 
C. Hayavadana Rao, which also kept up a high standard.
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For meeting the altogether changed national requirements there were immense need 
for preparation and publication of new Indian Gazetteers. Some of the States like the 
former Bombay, Madras, Bihar and Rajasthan undertook this work between 1949 
and 1957, and others including Karnataka took up the task later according to an all-
India plan formulated by the Central Government for preparation of the Gazetteers on 
reoriented lines on the basis of new knowledge, with uniformity in format and contents, 
but providing for variations and additions to meet local or special needs. This is a 
monumental task of immense complexity and magnitude and has to be carried out 
with patient labour, circumspection and thoroughness. Various States and Union 
Territories have published about 125 reoriented District Gazetteers and 12 of them 
belong to Karnataka up to the end of financial year 1973-74. In addition to the District 
series, there was also the State Gazetteer, one volume for each State. The work was co-
ordinated by the Central Government that gave grants. There were State and Central 
Gazetteer Advisory Committee consisting of official and non-official members. In each 
District Gazetteer there were 19 chapters with General Appendices, Illustrations, a 
Select Bibliography, Comprehensive Alphabetical Index, Addenda and Corrigenda, and 
Maps.

Broadly, the topics treated in the District series are : Physical Features, Flora, 
Fauna, Natural Resources, History and Archeology, the People, their Demography, 
Languages, Home life, Social life, Social structure, Customs and Religious beliefs, 
Agriculture, Horticulture, Forestry, Irrigation, Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, Old time 
Industries and various kinds of present day Industries, Labour Welfare, Potentialities 
of Development, Banking and Finance, Co-operative Movement, Trade and Commerce, 
Transport and Communications, Miscellaneous Occupations, Economic Trends, General 
Administration,Revenue,Law and Order and Justice,Government Departments, Local 
Self Government, Education, Sports, Art and Culture, Medical and Public Health, Other 
Social Services, Public Life and Voluntary Social Services, and Places of Interest.  

In short, nothing of interest pertaining to the district is left out, for instance, whether 
it is toponomy, (i.e. study of place names) history of less known ruling families like Balam 
or Aigur Chiefs, Chautas, Kampili Rayas, Agrarian Movements, Aliya Santana System 
of heritance prevalent in Coastal Karnataka and how it differs from Marumakkattayam 
of Kerala, the glories of Lakshmidevi Temple of Doddagaddavalli, Kalleshwara Temple 
of Araguppe, Madanika figures of Kuruvatti, Ibrahim Roza of Vijayapura, Cathedrals 
of Mangaluru, problems of recurrent famines in north-eastern districts, beneficial 
impact of the gigantic Tungabhadra project, prospects of the Vijayanagara Steel Mills 
and Kalinadi Hydro-electric Project, Food habits, Types of dwellings, Ornaments, Local 
Festivals, Wedding Customs and Ceremonies of a particular section, new Mantra-
Mangalya marriages, Huttari dance and peculiar social customs of the Kodavas, legend 
of the River Cauvery, fascinating sunset of the Agumbe, Natural Bird Sanctuary of 
Mandagadde, Sandalwood Carvings, Beauty spots, Pineapple cultivation and Spicy 
mango pickles of Malnad, large sized black monkey of Sagar forests locally called 
Mushya, a buffalo race and Bhoota cult of South Kanara; all such varied matters must 
find a place to give a whole picture of life in the territory as it was and is followed by the 
people with their natural and other resources, since a precise knowledge of the past is 
necessary to understand the present in its correct perspective. 
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The significant and stupendous all around changes and developments that have 
been taking place in the various spheres of the Country since the dawn of Independence 
called for production of re-oriented Gazetteers with a novel pattern to meet the new 
national requirements. A reappraisal of several other features in the light of the fresh 
data also became imperative. Because of the special position of the districts as a unit 
of administrative organization and in social and economic life of the people, a self-
contained and comprehensive volume devoted to each one of the districts became 
highly desirable.

The first repatterned series after the attainment of Independence started rolling out 
in 1975. These new District Gazetteers are being published by the State Government in 
accordance with an all-India plan at the instance of the Central Government, which gave 
grants for the purpose to all the State and Union Territories. This District Gazetteers 
were part of the Gazetteer of India and are hence superscribed as the Gazetteer of 
India. 

In order to have a broad and basic uniformity in the pattern of the new Gazetteers, 
the Central Gazetteer Unit in consultation with the State Units devised a common 
plan of contents so as to enable a wide coverage of various aspects which would not be 
otherwise feasible in volumes devoted to the State or the Country as a whole. 

Ideas and ideals, perspective and approaches, values and aspirations have undergone 
great alterations. There is awakening of an unprecedented kind. A new epoch and a 
new age have dawned. Since the days when a Gazetteer meant only a geographical 
index, the concept has vastly widened and the Gazetteers of the present age have 
to cover large dimensions and have to give, in a new perspective, an integrated and 
objective picture without losing sight of the greatly changed social values; this demands 
a great deal of caution and circumspection. Laborious and time consuming processes 
are involved in the production of these Gazetteer volumes, which is an overwhelming 
task. The present Gazetteers are the most comprehensive single source of knowledge 
about the Districts. They can serve also as an integrated sample survey of districts of 
moving and developing India. For the country as a whole and for the States, reference 
works on various subjects are available for both the specialist and general readers, 
but scarcely are there, standard reference works focusing on individual Districts. 
The District Gazetteers fulfill this great need by delineating an all-round picture of 
individual districts in unfolding the panorama of the life of the people they inhabit. The 
local history of the area is brought into much greater relief in them, with particular 
reference to the events that took place in the territory, as the histories of larger regions 
omit many matters of local importance which have contributed to the rich tapestry 
of national life. The volumes trace the development or evolution of the many features 
and sum up the past and the present conditions and achievements and problems and 
look forward to the future by indicating the trends and potentialities of the various 
parts. Besides presenting a systematic analysis of a wealth of valuable data drawn 
from innumerable sources and fieldwork, these works reflect also the thoughts, ideals 
and aspirations of resurgent India. Colossal efforts involving laborious processes are 
needed for the preparation and publication, since they have to maintain a high standard 
from the point of view of objectivity, accuracy, reliability, practical upto-datedness and 
comprehensiveness.
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Subsequently, Microfilm editions of Indian Gazetteers are being issued abroad by 
International Documentation Centres since they constitute an incomparable basic 
research literature and reliable sources of information for studies concerning India. These 
reference-works help also to dispel prejudices and parochial tendencies and to promote 
understanding and amity. Administrators, researchers, journalists, writers, teachers, 
industrialists, social workers and general readers can find matters of immense interest 
in these volumes. Integrated outlook is highly essential for harmony and advancement. 
Close study of the galaxy of Gazetteers can help to achieve this effectively. 

About the Department
The genesis of the Gazetteer units at the Centre and in most of the States can be traced 

to the recommendations of the Expert Committee appointed by the Union Government 
in 1955. By that time, in a few States (like Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu) Gazetteer 
units were already functioning. Therefore, the various other State Governments also 
set up offices for preparation and publication of District Gazetteers at the instance of 
the Union Government, and left it to the individual States to employ larger or smaller 
staff.          

The Gazetteer unit in this State was started during the middle of the Second Plan 
Period in 1958 and the scheme has been continued till this date. The unit was earlier 
attached to the General Administration Department for purposes of administration. At 
present, it is under the administrative control of the Kannada Culture and Information. 
There is an Advisory Committee of distinguished men of letters with the Principal 
Secretary, as its Chairman. The first re-oriented series started after the dawn of 
Independence and there was no hierarchy in doing this work. Since it was a new venture 
of an extra ordinary character, the approach to this State was prudently cautious; 
drawing upon the examples of the units of neighbouring States of Maharashtra and 
Tamil Nadu. Hence, the department was set up to bring out independent District 
Gazetteers coupled with the revision of already existing Gazetteers. Each Gazetteer is 
similar to an encyclopedia, having varied information about the districts, considered 
to be most valuable, authentic and comprehensive publication depicting all aspects of 
History, Culture, Folklore, etc., of the region. After collecting various source materials, 
the preparation of chapters covering People, History, Sociology, Economics, Banking, 
Trade and Commerce, Industries, Education, Medical Services, Other Departments and 
Places of Interest; giving highlights of the district based on the plans and policies of the 
Government. Therefore the publication of the Gazetteer constitutes an authenticated 
source for the use of Government departments, general public and for historical 
research. The Department has the following objectives.

Objectives of the Gazetteer Department
1. Publication of revised editions of District Gazetteer volumes, State Gazetteer, and 

Taluk Gazetteers, both in Kannada and English.
2. As Special Publication  Publishing  books like ‘A Hand Book of Karnataka’ (both 

in Kannada and English), Tourism Gazetteer, Tipu Sultan a Crusader for Change. 
Jewels of Administration, Glimpses of Karnataka, Karnatakada Minugu Nota, 
etc.,
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3. Scanning and reprinting of rare gazetteer volumes relating to Karnataka, of pre 
independence period, which are in demand.

Salient Features
• Karnataka Gazetteer Department was established in the year 1958.
• The Department has brought out all the 20 District Gazetteers in English by 1990. 

The publication of the revised district Gazetteers is in progress.
• Karnataka is the first State in the country to publish the State Gazetteers in two 

parts in English (1982 & 1983) and three parts in Kannada (1984 to 1986).
• Decennial supplements to the Karnataka State volumes were published in 1994 

(English) and1996 (Kannada).
• From 1992 the department has started publishing District Gazetteers in Kannada; 

Accordingly, Kodagu, Dharwad, Bijapur (Currently Vijayapura), Gulbarga (currently 
Kalaburagi), Mandya, Kolar, Dakshina Kannada and Udupi District Gazetteers 
have been brought out till date.

• The translated English versions of the revised District Gazetteers (which were 
published in Kannada since 1992) of Kodagu, Dharwad, Bijapur (currently 
Vijayapura), Gulbarga (currently Kalaburagi), Mandya, Kolar, Dakshina Kannada 
and Udupi have been brought out up to 2012.

• Under the Reprint scheme, the Department has brought out, rare and unavailable 
Gazetteers published during Pre-independence period - Dharwad, Kanara, and 
Belgaum (currently Belagavi) (James M. Campbell), South Canara (John Sturrock 
and Harold A. Stuart), Bellary (currently Ballari) (John Kelsall), Mysore and Coorg 
in three volumes (B.L.Rice). Mysore Gazetteer by C.Hayaradana Rao (5 volumes 9 
books) and Imperial Gazetteers, Provincial Series - Bidar, Kalaburagi and Raichuru 
Districts.  Francis Buchanan’s ‘A Journey from Madras through the countries of 
Mysore, Canara and Malabar’ has also been published in three volumes.

• Under Special publications, A Hand Book of Karnataka (both Kannada and English), 
Glimpses of Karnataka, Karnatakada Minugunota, Jewels of Administration, ‘Tipu 
Sultan-A Crusader for Change’ have been published by the Department. 

• The revised editions of ‘A Hand Book of Karnataka’ was published in 2001, 2005 
and 2010 and of Karnataka Kaipidi  published in 2011 and 2012 respectively.

• website address: www.gazetteer.kar.nic.in
• Get in touch with us at email: kargaz@.nic.in, karnatakagazetteer@gmail.com.
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Special Publications of the Department

Name of the Gazetteer Year Price 
( in Rs.)

1)A Hand Book Of Karnataka (English) 2010
2) Karnataka Kaipidi (Kannada) 2012

Reprint of Rare Gazetteers of  Pre independence  period
Bijapur (By James Campbell) 1884 Reprint 2001 330
Dharwar (By James Campbell) 1884 Reprint 2003 235
Kanara (By James Campbell) 1884 Reprint (English) 2003 250
South Canara (By Sturock) 1884 Reprint (English) 2003 170
Belgaum (By James Campbell) 1884 Reprint 2004 250
Bellary (By Kelsal/W.Francis)1872/1904 Reprint 2004 160
Mysore (By B.L.Rice) 1898 Reprint Volume-I
Mysore (By B.L.Rice) 1898 Reprint Volume-II
Mysore And Coorg (By B.L.Rice) 1878 Reprint Volume-III

2004
2004
2004 815

Mysore Reprinted Editions of Gazetteer (9 books in Five Volumes 
including CD) By C.Hayavadana Rao 2012 3800

Reprinted Editions of Imperial Gazetteer - Provincial Series Bidar, 
Gulbarga and Raichur districts (for each book  300) 2012 300  

each
Publications other than Gazetteers

Glimpses of Karnataka
(Editor M.V.Krishna Rao and et.al;  Revised by Prof.S.Nagaraju) 2012 300

A Journey from Madras through the Countries of Mysore, Canara and 
Malabar (Reprint) By Francis Buchanan- three volumes 2010 1230

Tipu Sultan - A Crusader For Change  written by Prof. B.Sheik Ali 2012 650
Jewels Of Administration
Written by Dr. Suryanatha U. Kamath 2012 400

Karnataka Minugunota
(A Kannada translation of Glimpses of Karnataka) 2013 450

Formation of Kittur Taluk: carved out of the Bailahongala Taluk in Belagavi District, 
it has been declared  the 177th Taluk in the State by the Government on  23-10-2012, 
through a Government order. 

Spelling Changes Of 12 Place Names In Karnataka
Place Name’s Spelling Change:  On October 17th  2014, the Central Government gave 

its accord to the proposal of the Karnataka Government to rename Bangalore and other 
cities in Karnataka mentioned below, with changes in their spellings.  Accordingly, it was 
implemented by the State Government from 1st November 2014.

Old Spelling New Spelling
Bangalore Bengaluru
Belgaum Belagavi
Bellary Ballari
Bijapur Vijayapura
Chikmagalur Chikkamagaluru
Gulbarga Kalaburagi

Old Spelling New Spelling
Hospet Hosapete
Hubli Hubballi
Mangalore Mangaluru
Mysore Mysuru
Shimoga Shivamogga
Tumkur Tumakuru




